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Baptism constitutes the foundation of communion among all Christians, including those who are not yet in full communion with the Catholic Church: "For men who believe in Christ and have been properly baptized are put in some, though imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church. Justified by faith in Baptism, [they] are incorporated into Christ; they therefore have a right to be called Christians, and with good reason are accepted as brothers by the children of the Catholic Church." "Baptism therefore constitutes the sacramental bond of unity existing among all who through it are reborn." CCC 1271
Parish Process

Baptisms are ordinarily conducted twice a month, on the second and fourth Sunday of each month. Baptisms are scheduled for 1:30 PM.
The Church urges parents to baptize their children as early as is reasonable, usually within 2-3 months of birth. 
Parents who wish to have their child baptized should arrange for the baptism of their child at least two months in advance. Parents should contact the parish office as early as possible, perhaps as early as the last term of pregnancy. The parish secretary will inform the priest or deacon and he will call to set up a preliminary interview. Both parents are expected to attend this meeting.
At the meeting, the priest or deacon will discuss the meaning, responsibilities, and expectations of Baptism.  Then, if appropriate, a date will be set for attendance at a baptism preparation class and the Baptism ceremony. Parents and Godparents are expected to attend the preparation class.
After the Baptism ceremony, the information is entered into the parish records and a Baptismal Certificate is sent to the family for their records.
Who can be Baptized
"The practice of infant Baptism is an immemorial tradition of the Church. There is explicit testimony to this practice from the second century on, and it is quite possible that, from the beginning of the apostolic preaching, when whole "households" received baptism, infants may also have been baptized," (Acts 16:15,33; 18:8; 1 Corinthians 1:16).
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 1252)
Any infant or child under the age of seven (7) may be baptized under guidelines of infant baptism. At least one parent must be Catholic. Children of Catholic parents may be baptized if it is the clear intention of the parents to raise the child in the Catholic faith.   

Canon 868 §1. States: For an infant to be baptized licitly:
1. The parents or at least one of them or the person who legitimately takes their place must consent;
2. There must be a founded hope that the infant will be brought up in the Catholic religion; if such hope is altogether lacking, the baptism is to be delayed according to the prescripts of particular law after the parents have been advised about the reason.
Children who are seven (7) years or older cannot be baptized as infants but must undergo a separate training and preparation for the sacrament. St. Thomas Aquinas parish has a program called RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) conducted under the direction of the religious education program for this purpose. 
The Role of Godparents

When selecting godparents for your child, please remember that the godparents represent the faith of the parish community into which the child is being baptized.  Thus, the godparent should be a strong role model and witness to the life of a Catholic Christian committed in faith to stand with the parents of the child.  Furthermore, canon law requires that a candidate for Baptism and membership in the Church community should be sponsored by a baptized and confirmed member of the Catholic Church who is willing and able to help the child develop and grow in the Catholic Faith.   
A godparent is a trusted adult who will ensure that a child is raised in the faith. According to Canon 873, only one male or one female sponsor or one of each sex is to be employed. To be admitted to the role of godparent a person is required to: 
1. over the age of 16 
2. A Catholic who has been Confirmed and has already received the Sacrament of Most Holy Communion and leads a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken. 
3. The godparent must not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized. 
4. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic Christian community cannot be a godparent but may be a "Christian Witness" as long as the other godparent is a Catholic who fulfills the above requirements. 
During infant Baptism, godparents are asked if they will help the parents in their duty as Christian parents. They are invited to renew their baptismal vows and assist in lighting the child's candle. However, parents hold the child for the baptism. There are many wonderful people with great character who would make wonderful godparents but do not fulfill the Church's requirements. All Catholic parents should know the requirements before asking someone to be a godparent.  Godparents are asked to read, sign and return the following form at the Baptism Preparation class.
 (
Godparents
 at Baptism
A Godparent (sponsor) is primarily responsible for helping “the baptized person to lead a Christian life in keeping with baptism and to fulfill faithfully the obligations inherent in it” (canon 872). “There is to be only one male sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each” (canon 873).
To be a sponsor at baptism, a person must fulfill all the following requirements (canon 874):
1. Be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the one who takes their place or
 
in their absence, by the pastor or minister and is to have the qualifications and intentions of performing this role;
2. 
Have
 completed the sixteenth year, unless it seems to the pastor or minister that an exception is to be made for a just cause;
3. Be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist and leads a life in the harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken;
4. Not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared;
5. Not be the father or mother of the one to be baptized.
A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community may be admitted as a witness to baptism together with a Catholic sponsor.
Parishes are expected to honor these provisions as they are given to us. We respectfully request parents of infants to be baptized and those asked to be sponsors to do the same.
I attest that I meet the requirements of a sponsor at baptism noted above and will do my best to fulfill its responsibilities.
Person being baptized:
____________________________________________
Sponsor’s Signature:
____________________________________________
Sponsor’s Name:
____________________________________________
Witnessed by:
)













Baptismal Preparation Class
The Baptismal Preparation class is conducted in the evening, usually from 7:00PM until 8:30 PM, on a date to be announced, but during the month prior to the Baptism date. Parents and Godparents are required to attend. If a Godparent is coming from a distant location and is unable to attend the class, he or she must attend a training class in their home parish and obtain a letter from their pastor attesting that they did participate in the class. A final date for the baptism will not be assigned until the parents and godparents either attend the class or submit a letter. Discuss any extenuating circumstances during your preliminary interview.
The Baptismal Preparation class seeks to prepare parents and Godparents for the child’s baptism with a 1 ½ hour workshop that has the following goals:
· Welcomes families to their faith community
· Educates parents and Godparents about the history, meaning, and symbolism of the Sacrament  of Baptism in the Catholic Church
· Acquaints the parents with the rituals of the ceremony itself
· Encourages parents and godparents to be actively involved in their faith community
· Involves parents in a reflection of the presence of God in their lives.
The Day of Baptism 

Baptisms are conducted on the second and fourth Sundays of each month except Easter Sunday, or Christmas, if it falls on a Sunday. Other exceptions may occur. The parish secretary will have that information. Baptism ceremonies are limited to six or fewer children. So be sure that you make your arrangements early enough to assure your choice of days.

Baptisms begin at 1:30 PM, in either the upper or lower church. You will be informed of the location.
Families are asked to be there at least 10 minutes early so that the ceremony can begin on time.
The ceremony will take approximately 45 minutes.

The parish will provide a baptismal veil as well as a ceremonial candle during the service.

Photography will be limited to times before and after the ceremony.

It is appropriate and customary to make an offering to the parish at this time.  If you want to make a separate gift to the celebrant, you may do so.

For Catholics, the Sacrament of Baptism is the first step in a lifelong journey of commitment and
discipleship. Whether we are baptized as infants or adults, baptism is the Church's way of
celebrating and enacting the embrace of God. Christ Himself ordered His disciples to preach the
Gospel to all nations and to baptize those who accept the message of the Gospel. In His encounter
with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21), Christ made it clear that baptism was necessary for salvation:
"Amen, amen I say to thee, unless a man be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God." For Catholics, the sacrament is not a mere formality; it is the
very mark of a Christian, because it brings us into new life in Christ.
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