NEW  Parish Pastoral Council
 
I would like to express my continued appreciation to the many volunteers in our parish. Last month I identified over 350 persons that volunteer in some capacity. Over the past seven months I’ve come to appreciate the talents, abilities and generosity of our parishioners.  As we continue to move forward I would like to re-establish the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) which by Diocesan Policy is dissolved whenever a new pastor is appointed. I would like to thank all those who served on the previous PPC and those who are interested are able to reapply. My hope is that the PPC will be representative of the parish, involving all ages and backgrounds.  Whether you are new to the parish or have been a member for years, whether you’ve been involved in the parish or not, please consider serving on the Council. What is most important is that you love the parish and would like to participate in developing a strong faith community, provide meaningful worship and educational opportunities, reach out (evangelize) to those who have been marginalized and to assist those in need.
The following information will describe the objectives of the Council and the procedure by which members are selected.
Objectives:  “To assess the needs of the whole parish and its members and implement a pastoral plan for the common good, to foster unity and a sense of community in the parish and coordinate all parish activities and to promote programs and activities recommended by the Archbishop.”
Membership qualifications:  Any Catholic who is registered and active in or has an interest in the parish, attends Mass regularly and is 18 years or older.  Two youth members 15-18 years old may be appointed by the pastor.  Term of office is for 1-3 years. I would like 12 persons to serve on the PPC.  This Council will meet every other month.
Process:  Anna Marie Landers and Art Bowen have volunteered to assist as the Nominating Committee.  A person may nominate themselves or someone else. Nomination application (below) should be filled out and sent/dropped off at the rectory to the attention of Art and Anna.  You can also email nomination to Art at linartrox@comcast.net or Anna at alanders@nationalamusements.com OR you can fill it out on line at stthomasaquinas@comcast.net.  Nominations will be accepted until March5th. 
All those nominated will meet with the Nominating Committee and the pastor to review expectations and answer questions. Following this meeting an election will take place by those nominated and the new Council should be installed by mid March.
******************************************************************************************************************
 
Name:__________________________________________________________________________
 
Address:________________________________________________________________________
 
Contact Information: Tel/Cell ________________________________________________________
 
Email___________________________________________________________________________
 
Your name or the person you are nominating____________________________________________
 
Please identify the one quality you feel either you or the person you are nominating has that would most benefit the parish by their participation on the council.
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